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OF SCOTLAND, FEB. 8, 1887. 
BY REV. DR. MATHESON AND REV. ROWLAND ELLIS. 


The Rev. Dr. Matheson, of Edinburgh, said: 

I deem it a great honor and privilege to be per- 
mitted to advocate the claims of the National Bible 
Society—to advocate the claims of the Bible to be 
more than national. You profess to translate the 
Scriptures into all languages, and it isa bold anda 
noble aim. But have you ever considered what is 
your authority for this profession; what is your right 
to make such an aim. Iam not speaking of divine 
sanctions; the command to disseminate the gospel 
throughout all nations is paramount with every Chris- 
tian, and admits of no appeal. But I think that on 
such an occasion as this we should consider our claim 
to a Auman authority. We are professing to translate 
the Bible, ultimately that it may be accepted, but 
primarily that it may be read. We are aiming to 
address men who have not yet recognized the divine 
authority of the Christian Scriptures, and who can 
‘only recognize that authority by the perusal of the 
word itself. We must therefore base our claim in the 
first instance on something which belongs to the Bible 
as human—something which entitles it to the con- 
sideration of those who are still without its pale, and 
which makes its translation desirable as a gift of man 
to man. vee 

I repeat then, what is your authority for aiming to 
translate the Bible into all languages? Such an 
attempt might be made by the national society of 
other faiths than yours. The believers in the Veda, 
the believers in the Zend Avesta, the believers in the 
Koran, might meet together every year with a similar 
design. What is the reason they have not done so? 
It cannot be said that it lies in a comparative defi- 


ciency of religious zeal ; the votaries of the East have © 


always been burning fanatics. It cannot be said that 
it originates in a deficiency of intellectual culture ; 
the mind of the East has always been deeply exercised 
in the intellectual problems of life. The reason lies 


- in something which is at once less disparaging to the 


. 


: 


East and more exalting to the Bible. Paradoxical as 
it may seem, your advantage as translators lies in the 
fact that the half of your work has been done before 


- you begin—done by the inspired word itself. In every 
_ human book there are two things which need transla- 


tion—the words and the thought. But the Bible is in 
this respect an exception; it only requires to be 


; translated verbally, its thoughts exist already in every 


country, and kindred, and people, and tongue. If 
you could diffuse the books of the East through the 
English language, you would not thereby bring them 
one step nearer to the English mind; the Indian 
Veda would be Indian still, the Iranian Zend Avesta 
would be Iranian still, the Arabian Koran would be 
Arabian still. But the Bible, like him who is its 
centre, has risen ‘‘far above all principalities and 
powers.” It has soared beyond all nationalities ; it 
has taken a position outside the peculiarities of any 
race or clime. It is not the book of an empire; it is 
not the book ofan era; it is not the book of a civili- 
zation or mode of culture; it is a book which has 
proved itself contemporaneous with all time, co- 
extensive with all space, co-existent with all culture. 
I have used the expression, “like him who is its 
centre ;” it would have been more correct to have 
said, ‘‘because it finds its centre in Azm.” Strictly 
speaking, the universality which we find in the Bible 
is the universality of an individual life—the life of him 
whom we call the Son of Man. That in the Bible 
which makes its thoughts independent of translation, 
is really the Christian spirit either in its forecast or in 
its actual manifestation. If the Bible had been simply 
a collection of Jewish literature, it would have de- 
manded more than a verbal translation ; in so far as 
it zs a collection of Jewish literature it does demand 
more. But what gives the Bible its contemporaneous 
character, alike in the Old Testament and in the New, 
is the presence and the power of a marvellous life- 
portrait, a portrait which is so intensely humanitarian 
that it is altogether free from nationalism. Originating 
in the soil of Judaism, it cannot be identified with that 
soil; proceeding as a root from a dry ground, it has 
sprinkled many nations. Perhaps the most mar- 
vellous feature about it from a human point of view is 
its incorporativeness. Transcending as it does all 


nationalities, it reaches that transcendence not by’ 


expelling the nations, but by gathering them in. 
Professing to supersede the religions of the past, it 
has yet within its Pantheon given a place to these 
religions. Within the portrait of the Son of Man are 
embraced the lineaments of all those antecedent faiths 
which he purposed to transcend. Here sleep the 
Brahman’s sense of mysticism, the Parsee’s sense of 


sin, the Buddhist’s sense of sacrifice, the Confucian’s © 


sense of empire, the Jew’s sense of holiness, the 
Greek’s sense of beauty, and the Roman’s sense of 


justice. Here repose side by side instincts hitherto 


deemed the most diverse and the most irreconcilable. 
Why is it that many are to come from the east and 


’ 
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from the west to sit down in the kingdom of God? 
Hitherto the east and the west had been terms ex- 
pressive of the very poles of human thought. The 
east was restful, gentle, quiescent; the west was 
strong, muscular, active. It had always appeared to 
men as ifa great gulf had been fixed between them. 
But in this central figure of Bible portraiture there 
was found a meeting-place of reconciliation. Within 
the life of the Son of Man the east and the west met 
together, for, within the life of the Son of Man gentle- 
ness and strength embraced each other. In him were 
seen united the restfulness and the work, the softness 
and the activity, the tenderness and the fire, the 
woman and the man. That divine image in which 
man was made, and by whose fracture the male and 
female elements had been parted asunder, had its 
fragments reunited in the life of One who compre- 
hended within himself the masculine and the feminine 
soul. 

But perhaps the incorporative power of the Bible 
assumes its most striking form in its adaptation to 
the wants of man. It has always seemed to us that 
the Bible’s appeal to the wants of humanity has been 
concentrated in one marvellous passage—that prayer 
of the Son of Man which teaches how to pray. Six 
things are there declared to be the desires of the 
human soul. In that world in which the Son of Man 
lived and labored, each petition was the special voice 
of some religious faith. “Hallowed be thy name” 
was the cry of Judaism—-the yearning for communion 
with a holy God. ‘‘Thy kingdom come” was the cry 
of China—the longing for an empire of glory and of 
peace. “Thy will be done”’’ was the cry of India— 
the prayer for self-surrender to the life of the Infinite 
Spirit. “Give us this day our daily bread’? was the 
cry of the Greek polytheist—the desire to be led and 
supported through the things which are seen and 


temporal. “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our ° 


debtors” was the cry of the Stoic moralist—the wish 
to possess that mercifulness which is the hope of 
obtaining mercy. “Lead us not into temptation”’ 
was the cry of the Platonic philosopher—the aspira- 
tion of the heart for cleansing from the defilements of 
sense and sin. These were the wants of humanity, 
and these were the wants recognized by the Son of 
Man. Yet in recognizing these\needs of the nations, 
he gave them more than they asked: he promised to 
the Jew a holy God, whose holiness would yet not 
distance him from man; he promised to the China- 
man a celestial kingdom, which yet should subsist 
consistently with earthly changes; he promised to 
the Indian a perfect self-surrender, which yet would 
not destroy the personality of the individual soul; he 
promised to the Greek a provision for daily bread, 
which yet would not dispense with the seeking first 
of the kingdom of heaven ; he promised to the Stoic 
a power to forgive injuries, which yet should have its 
root not in coldness but in love ; he promised to the 
Platonist a freedom from earthly defilement, which 
yet should not require an emancipation from the 
things of time. 

These are your credentials for the dissemination of 
the gospel message. I do not say they are your 
warrant; your authority, as I have said, rests upona 
higher mandate, but these adaptations of the gospel 
are the proof of its divine authority. You are com- 


wants which have made their life, imperfect. 
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manded to send the written messages where the Lord 
sent his disciples—into all nations ; but as the nations 
were prepared for the living disciples, so the nations 
are still prepared for the written message. That 
Bible which you are transmitting into foreign lands is 
already not foreign to these lands. You offer it to 
them not as something which is to create a revolution 
in their life, but as something which is to supply those 
In our 
days, as in the earthly days of the Son of Man, the 
wants of the nations are still the same—the need of a 
holy God, the need of a providential kingdom, the 
need of a sacrifice of will, the need of daily suste- 
nance, the need of pardoned guilt, and the need of 
cleansing from sin. It is because these are the needs 
of the nations, and because they are the supplies of 
the gospel, that the Bible holds in her hand the 
human credentials of a divine authority; it brings an 
adaptation to the wants of the universal world, and 
therefore it is entitled to cry, “ Oh earth, earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord.” 


The Rev. Rowland Ellis, M.A., said: 


The motion I have been asked to second seems to 
me to be summed up in two short sentences—The 
great value of the Bible as the word of God, and the 
duty that devolves upon us to disseminate that word. 
Like the last speaker, I feel that an honor has been 
conferred upon me in having been asked to second 
this resolution. I feel it a high honor, chiefly for 
three reasons—First, because I wish to join with you 
in the expression of our loyalty to that book which is 
the book of books. I suppose hundreds of books 
are written each year, some of which are bad, some 
good, and some indifferent. Some very soon find 
their way into the limbo of rejected compositions, 
others have an ephemeral interest, while others pass 
through several editions, and perhaps have a more 
long-lived existence ; but still, after all, when we look 
back, how few, comparatively speaking, of all the 
books that are written have more than a transient 
career. The Bible, I venture to think, stands alone in 
this respect. Other books become obsolete with age. 
The standard work of one generation loses its attrac- 
tion in the next, because something else takes its 
place. But not so with the Bible, which is the book 
of books. The Bible of the first century is the Bible 
of the nineteenth, and will be the Bible of all 
the centuries to come, because, as was said by 
the last speaker, it meets the wants of man as 
man wherever he is, and under whatever circum- 
stances he is placed. It is an anchor upon which we 
can lay hold amid much that is shifting and changing 
around us. We live in an age of bustle, hurry, and 
unrest. What startles one generation by its exceed- 
ing novelty is looked at by the next generation as 
old and worn out. In the sphere of politics, com- 
mercial enterprise, and scientific research, all is 
changing and liable to change, but amid all the 
changes that have taken place in all the centuries 
that have elapsed, in all the ages that have gone 
by, there are two things that have not changed and 
cannot change—I mean the heart of man in its deep 
yearning for that which the world cannot give, and 


the love of God in Christ offered to satisfy that — 


yearning. 
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| “Change and decay in all around I see;” but there 
is One who changeth not—“ Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.’ The Bible is the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, and it is because we be- 
lieve this from our heart and soul that we are here 
this afternoon to do what lies in our power to extend 
to others that precious knowledge which is so dear 
to ourselves. Another reason why I am thankful to 
second the resolution is because this Bible society 
not only does its part to disseminate the word of 
God, but it is also in a way the handmaid of a great 
many other societies. Perhaps you will pardon me 
if my mind travels beyond the border, not only the 
border that separates Scotland from England, but 
also beyond the border that separates England from 
Wales, because a large portion of my ministerial life 
was spent in that country—that land of hills and 
valleys, like your own Scotland. During my work in 
Wales I came again and again in contact with the 
work of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
standing on the platform of that society, as I have 


repeatedly done, I felt that the two great missionary - 


societies of the Church of England, in which I was 
then working—the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in foreign parts, and the Church Missionary 
Society—could not have done the work in the way 
and to the extent they did if they had not been able 
to fall back on the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 


‘which is doing a work of greater usefulness every 


year, does not translate the Bible into all the lan- 
guages and dialects that these two societies require 
it; and therefore, for that, if for no other reason, I 
felt that I was indebted to the British and Foreigu 
Bible Society. So I take it we may look on this 
society, whose claims we are advocating, as being a 
helper and handmaid to all missionary societies that 
are doing Christ’s work in foreign lands; and surely, 
if the Bible is a book we value, the society that prints 
that book into the languages of the world and dis- 
seminates it far and wide, must be a valuable society 
which should commend itself to the conscience and 
reason of every Christian, and is worthy of the sup- 
port of every Christian man and woman. But I 
venture to think there is one other reason why I at 
any rate feel thankful to be allowed to stand on this 
platform, and I do not think it is the least important 
reason. It is this, that the platform of the Bible 
society is a platform on which all Christians can 
unite together and find common ground for common 
work. ; 

My lord, there are a great many things unfortu- 
nately that divide us Christians. Politics divide us, 
forms of church government divide us. We take 
sides in many things. We take sides in the serious 
business of life, and we take sides in its amusements. 
Well, we have our differences, and, I suppose, they 
are conscientiously felt, or otherwise there would be 
no justification for our keeping apart; but I venture 
to think that the points of difference are infinites- 
simal when compared with our points of agreement. 
We are all at one on the great fundamental prin- 
ciples of Christianity. We believe in the Father- 
hood of God, the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and 
the atonement he wrought on the cross; we believe 
in the blessed influence of God the Holy Ghost. Is 
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this nothing? I say our points of agreement far out- 
weigh our points of difference, and this platform of 
the Bible society is a platform on which we can assert 
that truth. There are two ways in which, I think, 
it is possible for Christians who differ from each 
other—who have different views on religious subjects 
—there are two ways in which it is possible for them 
to regard each other. They may put in the forefront 
their points of difference, magnify them, and utterly 
ignore their points of agreement. That, I think, is 
a bad way, and leads to bickerings, heart-burnings, 
malice, and uncharitableness. The other and more 
excellent way, I venture to think, is to put in the 
forefront our points of agreement, and make the 
most of these, and leave it to God in his own good 
time to clear the way in other respects, to bridge 
over those chasms that divide us, to heal the wounds 
that hurt us, and to open the door for a united 
Christendom. I thank God there are many questions 
in regard to which we can work together, many 
platforms on which we may meet, and do meet. 
Surely the more we all live the truths of the Bible 
and gather around our dear Lord, who is the sum 
and substance of that book, the more closely allied 
we must of necessity be; the nearer we come to a 
common centre, the nearer we must come to each 
other. Surely we are living in days when there is 
need of all the strength that comes from unity. 
There are forces at work which are undermining the 
foundations of our social and Christian life as a 
people—immorality, intemperance, infidelity, luke- 
warmness, and indifference. If these forces are to 
be successfully grappled with, there is need of Chris- 
tian love, there is need of Christian faith, there is 
need of Christian toleration, there is—I venture to 
put it to you—the need of all the strength and of all 
the enthusiasm of a united Christendom. God grant 
that such a meeting as this may have the effect of 
drawing us closer together, so that the time may be 
hastened when an unbelieving world shall say of us 
Christians, as they said in the first ages of Chris- 
tianity—“ see how these Christians love one another.” 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


MICRONESIA. 
LETTER FROM DR. E. M. PEASE. 
KuSsAIB, Jan. 18, 1887. 


DEAR BROTHER :—You may remember that on my 
return to the Marshall Islands last summer I brought 
with me 1,500 copies of the Ebon Testament, a num- 
ber which I had supposed would be amply sufficient 
for this year and perhaps the next. It seems that I 
was mistaken. I have just returned from a cruise © 
among our islands, and have distributed them ad, 
reserving barely enough for our school. In fact-I 
needed 500 more to fully meet the demand! I have 
never before known such an earnest desire to pur- 
chase God’s word. I have received payment for a 
part of the books and will forward the money through 
the Hawaiian Board. , 

Please have another 1,500 copies bound at once 


\ 


~ 
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and forwarded as soon as possible. Can they not be 
sent in time to come by the Morning Star on her 
return trip? Very sincerely yours, 

E. M. PEASE. 


LETTER FROM THE REV. E. T. DOANE, 
PONAPE, Jan. 12, 1887. 

DEAR BROTHER: I have just completed the trans- 
lation of the two Books of Samuel. The “Morning 
Star”? will, I trust, in a few weeks take them to 
Honolulu, whence they will be forwarded to your 
care. Not a little of my translating has been done, 
as it were, on the wing. My missionary work of 
preaching and looking after my churches (some 
twelve in all on the island) has called me so much 
from home that I have taken my Hebrew Bible and 
lexicon and commentary along, and in spare inter- 
vals on my canoe or in my dwelling have done my 
work. The putting of the matter into such a form 
of writing that the printer could use it has been 
done at home. 

In September of this year will close the thirty-fifth 
year since the landing of the missionaries on Ponape 
to preach here the blessed gospel. I do not mean 
to say that 7 landed then. Dr. L. H. Gulick, now 
‘in China, and the Rev. Mr. Sturges, now in Oakland, 
were the pioneers. I landed some two and a half 
years after them; but the Mission is now thirty-five 
years old. ‘We want very much to celebrate the 
anniversary on the nineteenth of September. One 
of the most important features of that meeting to 
me would be the complete New Testament in the 
Ponape dialect. In the forepart of last year I sent 
home some manuscripts of the translation of certain 
Pauline Epistles, with the Revelation of St. John. 
I suppose Mr. Sturges, at the same time, took home 
the Epistle to the Romans, and some others ready 
for the press. I hoped to see the volume complete 
before this, but it has not yet come. The transla- 
tion of the New Testament has been painfully slow, 
but it will take away all painful recollections if we 
see the work coming along this year. I need not 
tell you how much we are needing it. There is a 
loud call for it. We need it in our schools. We need 
it in and among the church members. Our stock of 
Gospels and other New Testament Portions is ex- 
hausted. Natives from different parts of the island 
often come to purchase and go away unsupplied. 
I shall look confidently for the Testament by the 
return of the “Morning Star.’ It will be a bright 
day to us, a great help in our work, and, at the anni- 
versary of which I speak,a blessed witness to the 
good work done on Ponape. ; 

It will interest you I doubt not to hear that our 
work this year has been, by the blessing of God, 
a very prosperous one. I have never in all my 
residence here witnessed such a time. The king and 
queen of a certain tribe have come over to Christ, 
High chiefs, with their wives and people—many of 
them—in other places have also come to Christ. 
One new church has been built, schools have been 
opened, teachers have been and are loudly called for. 
Four of the five tribes on the island are now. largely 
Christian. Out of five kings, four serve Christ, the 
King of kings. In one tribe every one of the high 
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chiefs, from the king down, is now serving the Lord 
Jesus. Late in the fall we began to call upon the 
Lord for Ponape in its entirety—every king, every 
tribe, every important section. The Lord is giving 
it to us in large measure. We want to see all 
Ponape his. How largely, in all this blessed work, 
for the times present, for the times past, has the 
dear old American Bible Society to be thanked and 
congratulated! Its printing the Scriptures for us 
has not been the least factor in this work. I thank 
the Lord for all the good it has done. 


> 


SIAM. 


During the king’s visit to Petchaburi three hun- 
dred copies of the Gospels were sold to women in 
the palace, and at night the sentinels (all women), 
who have charge of the royal ladies’ apartments, 
were to be seen sitting around the lights, reading. 
The king asked ‘‘ where all these books he saw flying 
around came from,” and was satisfied when told their 
source.— Woman’s Work for Woman. 


THE BIBLE IN PRISONS. 


The Revised Statutes of New York make it the 
duty of certain officials to provide a copy of the Bible 
for every convict in the State prisons. Japan is con- 
sidering the question of following this example, as 


appears from the following statement from Dr. J.C. ° 


Berry, of Kioto. The agitation of the question is 
one of the remarkable signs of the times: 

Among the questions submitted to the prison gov- 
ernors by the government for consideration at their 
meeting last year, was the advisability of admitting 
Christianity and the Bible to the prisons as a reforma- 
tory power. The question, I am informed, received 
careful consideration, but the conclusion was that it 
will be better to wait until the criminal class, or rather 
the class of people from which the criminals are 
drawn, shall become more acquainted with the Bible 
and its teachings. 
It was, it seems, only deferred. 


INDIANS IN BRITISH COLOMBIA. 


In 1856 the Rev. William Duncan went to live in 
an Indian village of 2,300 people, at a time when it 
was deemed perilous to go among such people, some 
of whom were cannibals. He must needs learn the 
language, which had a copious vocabulary with many 
inflections and with two adjectives where we use one. 
While he was engaged in this difficult task, a chief 
came to him one day and asked, “Have you letter 
from God?” Mr. D. answered, ‘‘I have a book from 


God.” The Indian wished to see it. ‘Is that God’s 
letter?” “Yes.” “Does that tell us God’s heart?” 
“Yes.” “Are you going to tell Indians that?” 


“Yes.” ““Good! Good!” 


SIGNS OF ENCOURAGEMENT IN PERSIA. 
BY MR. WHIPPLE, 


I have previously sent extracts from the reports of 
our two colporteurs Shamasha Baba, and Hoshana, 


The matter was not condemned. 


: 
; 
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relating to their four months’ tour to Ghilan and 
Mazanderan, Persian provinces bordering on the 
Caspian. 

On that journey they visited 117 villages, held 
conversation with 3,786 individuals, and sold 227 
volumes, amounting to about yo. 

They report that these sales were made chiefly to 
Mussulmans of the middle and higher classes. The 
very poor, or lowest class, cannot read and therefore 
have no use for books. On other tours a large part 
of the sales have been made to Jews, or Christians 
of different sects. 

This is an indication that the Moslems are laying 
aside their prejudices in consenting to purchase and 
read the Scriptures. All we ask is, that they read 
and search as carefully as they please, God’s word. 
They will not, however, sell to Christian or Jew 
their own sacred books, or have them defiled by the 
touch of an unclean hand, 

The colporteurs found the Mullahs, or Moslem 
priests, not only unwilling but afraid to discuss 
religion with them. They used, however, to the 
best advantage every opportunity which offered, and 
had the satisfaction,in a number of instances, of 
receiving the thanks of the people for their words. 

In some cases, after having held a long discussion 
in bazaars with Moslems, it may be for several hours, 
they moved on to visit other places, leaving the 
assembled company in earnest debate; one part 
opposing, and the other upholding, what had been 
said. It cannot end there. Those who were intel- 
lectually convinced, or made favorable to the truth 
will be earnest seekers after it. Some of these after- 
wards became purchasers. When a man in Persia 
is willing to part with his money to buy a copy of 
the Scriptures, it is safe to say he will read it and 
prize it. 

In Zenjan they had remained a few days,. can- 
vassing and discussing with Moslems. After their 
departure, as a young Nestorian, who was spending a 
day or two in the city, was walking in the bazaar 
along the shoemaker’s ward, several hailed him 
with the inquiry if he was not a Christian, and if he 
belonged to the same faith with those two KA?d 
fooroosh (book sellers), who had been there selling 
Injeels (New Testaments). And finding that their 
conjecture was right, they begged him to tell them 
more about the Christian religion, “for,” said they, 
“we are left in a sad plight. Those men have 
talked us out of our hope in Islam, and yet we do 
not know enough of Christ’s religion to walk in that 
way. So we are neither Mussulmans or Christians. 
What shall we do? Show us the way more fully.” 
It was a great admission for them to make, that 
they had been talked out of their belief in Islam. 

The young man did what he could to give them 
further instruction in the Christian doctrines, and 
afterwards overtaking. our colporteurs on the road 
to Tabreez related this incident to them. The men 
in reporting it to me said, “ We labored diligently to 
set before them the remedy as it is found in the 
Gospel. We sold some Testaments there, so they can 
obtain further light, if they will read these books,” 


CoLERIDGE finely said: “The Bible without the 
Spirit is a sun-dial by moonlight.” Ny Ltotoy 
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LETTER FROM DR. BLISS. 
SAMOKOV, BuLGARIA, April 22, 1887. 

I find that many changes have taken place since 
my last visit to this interesting people. It is pleasant 
to note that these changes are mainly in the right 
direction. There is evidently great improvement in 
the temper and character of the people. Their bear- 
ing is more manly. There is less of obsequiousness ; 
more of self-reliance. The furnace fires, through 
which the nation has passed, have removed much 
dross, so that the real gold shines brighter and is 
purer than ever before. Our hopes for the future of 
Bulgaria refuse to be cast down, notwithstanding the 
political complications which the enemies of the 
country by their base intrigues are continually devel- 
oping. The situation has often brought great de- 
pression to many hearts, but they are learning where 
their strength lies and to say, “Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us,” and ‘‘Our trust shall be in him.” 
I am glad to note that the Protestants are staunch 
patriots. Within a few days I have seen several of 
their leading men and am delighted with their spirit. 

The Mission of the American Board in Bulgaria, 
whose tenth annual meeting is now near its close, are 
to be congratulated on the noble. work they have 
accomplished. Every part of the land has felt their 
influence. The statistics of their work during the 
past year are most encouraging. Their schools are 
very prosperous, and the churches are growing in 
strength and numbers ; sixty-six persons having been 
added to their membership during the last twelve 
months. Bible truth has through their agency been 
spread far and wide. This fact and the kindliness 
with which evangelical sentiments are spoken of and 
received in many quarters, are cheering signs and 
indicate good things for the future. Men in power, 
while not agreeing with the missionaries in their 
religious views, are beginning to appreciate, as never 
before, their educational institutions and acknowl-. 
edge the high moral tone of their teachings. They 
are finding out that there are no better friends of 
Bulgaria than the missionaries. 

The Bulgarian Evangelical Society is also doing a 
good work for the nation. They publish timely tracts 
and books and are seeking in every way that their 
limited means allow, to spread Bible truth among 
the people. They have the charge of the very im- 
portant evangelistic work which centres in Sophia, 
the capital, and a large outlying district, which I hope 


to visit in a few days. 


Soputra, April 25, 1887. 


I reached this city in company with Rev. Mr. 
Marsh, of Philippopolis, on the evening of Satur- 


day, the 23d, a few hours after a heavy dynamite 


explosion which startled the whole city, There is 
little doubt that the enemies of the government _ 
sought in this cowardly manner to destroy the life — 
of one of the chief military men in Bulgaria. Major 
Popoff is a young man of rare courage, in charge 
of the military forces in the city and surrounding 
districts. By his great energy, and the skillful hand- 
ling of his troops, he has several times thwarted — 
the machinations of persons hostile to the govern- 
ment, and saved the city and country from threat- 
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ened destruction. On this account he is hated by 
all the enemies of Bulgarian liberty. 

Yesterday it was my privilege to attend the evan- 
gelical service (in Bulgarian) conducted by Mr. Tsanoff, 
a young brother who is doing important Christian 
work in this the capital of Bulgaria. The odds are 
sadly against him, but he is earnest and courageous, 
and we believe that he will succeed. Many who 
would be glad to hear evangelical preaching are 
deterred from attendance, because the place is small 
and altogether unfit for such gatherings. Crowded 
into limited quarters an audience averaging one 
hundred and sixteen is found, made up of young men 
and women who seemed eager to hear and know 
the truth. The need of a respectable Protestant 
chapel in this growing ‘city is imperative. Would 
that some of our good rich men in America and 
England could see what I saw yesterday. They 
would, I am sure, be most prompt in rendering help 
to this interesting but poor people, in their efforts to 
secure a suitable place of worship. 

To-day I have met the preacher, Pastor Boyajieff, 
and two of the leading members of the church—all 
officers also of the Bulgarian Evangelical Society— 
to consult with them about the Bible work in this 
city and the 600 or more villages and towns in this 
district. The Bulgarian Evangelical Society are doing 
an excellent work for their country. They have-a 
bookstore, in which is the depot for our Scriptures. 
We have for many years furnished them with Bibles 
and Testaments in various languages. We have 
joined them also in the support of a colporteur for 
this district. The sales of Scriptures during the past 
twelve months were only 728 volumes. We find 
abundant reason for this small amount in the utter 
depression of business in all parts of the country, 
and the political uncertainties. We have made new 
and more satisfactory arrangements with this society, 
and hope that the outcome will be a great advance 
in the Bible work the coming year. : 

This afternoon, in company with Rev. Mr. Tsanoff, 
I called upon the minister of war to make inquiries 
concerning the Gospels which were sent to Kustendil 
for distribution to the soldiers stationed there. The 
interview was satisfactory, and we trust will be the 
cause of a better care for the work which we desire 
to have done. We subsequently called upon the min- 
ister of education, Mr. Theodore Ivancheff, and had 
a most pleasant interview. Mr. Ivancheff is a young, 
energetic, enthusiastic servant of the nation, seeking 
in every way to advance the education of the peo- 
ple. He was in former days connected with Robert 
College, and does honor to the training there re- 
ceived. He expressed himself very much pleased 
with the Protestant schools, and seemed ready to 
see that there should be no hindrance offered to the 
introduction of the Scriptures into the country 
through the custom-house. The leading adminis- 
trators of the country are quite young, but they have 
won the admiration of the friends of Bulgaria by 
their prudence, wisdom, and patriotism. We find 
our interest in the Bulgarians becoming daily more 
earnest and sympathetic, and we trust that they will 
come out of all their troubles like gold tried in the 
fire. Yours very truly, 

Isaac G. BLiss. 
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INCIDENTS IN THE WORK OF BIBLE 
DISTRIBUTION. 


BY DR. ISAAC G. BLISS. 

A year or two ago a Greek merchant, in one of 
the larger towns of Northern Macedonia, bought 
several Bulgarian Bibles of a colporteur and put 
them in his store for sale. A few months after, two 
Bulgarians, brothers, came from a distant village to 
this town to make various purchases. Passing from 
shop to shop in search of the articles desired, they 
came to the store of the Greek merchant, where 
they obtained what they needed. As they were 
leaving the merchant said: “I have some Bulgarian 
books which are said to be of great value. If you 
buy one, you will prize it highly.’ He then showed 
them the Bible. The brothers examined it care- 
fully, and were greatly pleased and asked the price. 
The Greek had watched their countenances as they 
examined the books, and was sure that they knew 
nothing of the price at which it was sold by the col- 
porteurs. He therefore ventured to ask an exorbi- 
tant sum, several times the ordinary price. The 
brothers bought the book, took it home, read it with 
great interest, and showed it to their priest, who was 
much pleased. After a-little they persuaded the 
priest to read from it in the church on the Sabbath. 
This he did, much to the edification of the people. 

The incorruptible seed of the word found lodg- 
ment in good soil, and began to germinate. All went 
well in that village until the bishop of the province 
came around on his regular visit. Learning what 
the priest had done he reprimanded him severely, 
and told him and the people that if such a thing 
was again done in the church he would anathema- 
tize all in the village. The two brothers had read 
altogether too much from the divine word, and were 
too much interested in its teachings to give up the 
book even at the call of the bishop. Many of the 
people were also in deep sympathy with these 
brothers. The result of the entrance of this copy 
of the Bible into that village is that a very interest- 
ing work of grace is now in progress in that place. 

Not many months ago, a family of Bulgarians from 
a village near Samakov moved into that city for a 
brief residence. A Protestant neighbor became 
quite ill soon after, and the mother of the family 
proffered assistance in the care of the sick man. He 
had his Bible near his bed, and read out of it as 
he was able, and often spoke of it to the woman, 
telling her what treasures of good things the Bible 
contained. Sometimes he read to her, and she 
listened attentively, and soon desired to read herself. 
The result was a radical change in her views and 
conduct. Her family noticed the change, and taunted 
her with being a Protestant. She, however, remained 
firm and true to her new convictions. Her husband 
and his mother became severe and even violent in 
their persecution of the poor woman. Various 
priests and the bishop visited her, and made un- 
successful efforts to persuade her to give up the 
reading of the Bible and return to the old church. 
They then persuaded the husband to take his wife 
and whole family back to their village, hoping thus 
to win her back to the old paths. But the villagers 
were indignant that a Protestant Bible-reader should 
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be brought among them, and ere long they insisted 
that the woman be driven forth from their village. 
The husband and his mother joined in this, and the 
poor woman was obliged to go. She went immedi- 
ately to Samakoy, rejoicing to be counted worthy 
to suffer for Christ. Friends received her and pro- 
vided her with means to earn her bread. Not many 
days elapsed ere the village teacher came to inter- 
cede with her to change her course. She told him 
that she was ready to do anything but give up her 
Bible and her Saviour. Soon the husband and his 
mother came for her, saying: “Why should so good 
a wife and mother not be at home with her children, 
when she had no other fault than reading some- 
times out of a book that she so much loved? It 
was surely a good book, for the more she read it 
the better wife and mother she became.” The fam- 
ily is now united and happy, and the Bible is honored 
and loved by all. 


—s 


INCIDENTS IN CUBA. 

Mr. McKim says: 

One day, after selling quite a number of volumes, I 
had the satisfaction of seeing several persons reading 
the Bible by lamplight as I walked along the princi- 
pal street. I cannot say these persons will come toa 
knowledge of the truth, but they surely are in the 
right way to do so. 

A poor woman, to whom I sold a forty-cent Testa- 
ment, said after reading one Gospel that she never 
knew that so much was known of our Lord’s life 
before, but she had heard of the saving power of the 
Virgin only. 

A young man asked me, in very good English, for 
an English Bible, but I found he could not speak 
more than a few words, and had doubtless rehearsed 
many times the sentence he addressed to me. How- 
ever, he is anxious to learn English, and willing to 
study it in the Bible. His wealth and position give 
him influence, and already his friendship has been 
useful to me. 

In all my journeys are interesting things which 
were not anticipated ; and the difficulties, many of 
them at least, move forward with the horizon and 
leave a clear field. 

Giira de Melena is a large town in the centre of 
the tobacco-growing region, and in easy communica- 
tion with other towns and cities. It has about six 
thousand inhabitants, and is comparatively liberal 
with respect to Protestants and their Bible This is 
due partly to their business relations with Protestants. 

I had the opportunity in May of talking with three 
young men, each of whom gave evidence of spiritual 
life. One had lived in Havana, and had there learned 
to trust in God’s word. One replied that he had a 
Bible, and knew part of it “by heart,” a statement 

which I verified. The third is a friend of Mr. Diaz, 
and will, I trust, join his church in Havana when it is 
practicable to do so. ; 


WEST AFRICAN DIALECTS. 
BY REV. GRAHAM CAMPBELL. 


Each heathen country presents its peculiar hin- 
drances to mission work. India, China, and Japan 
all have well developed religious systems which are 
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opposed to the teachings of Christianity. The lan- 
guages of these countries are difficult, but when 
acquired, a large population, extending over a vast 
territory, can be reached through them. 

Africa, on the other hand, presents no system to 
oppose Christianity (except Mohammedanism in the 
north), but there is no written language ; each tribe 
uses a dialect differing from those of neighboring 
tribes, and each occupies generally but a small extent 
of territory. Within the bounds of the Gaboon and 
Corisco Mission four distinct dialects are used. 


BENGA, 


In the north is the Benga, through which our 
missionaries reach both the Benga and Kombe tribes, 
though the dialect is not perfectly understood by all 
of the latter. Most of the Bible has been translated 
into this dialect, and lately several other books have 
been added: one of the last is Pilgrim’s Progress, 
and the eagerness with which it has been read gives 
great pleasure to those who patiently did the laborious 
work of translation. 

MPONGWE. 


In the Gaboon district the Mpongwe dialect is used, 
and through this the Mpongwe tribe on and around 
the Gaboon ; the Cama tribe, on the lower waters of 
the Ogove; and the Galwa tribe, farther up the 
Ogove, are all reached. The greater part of the 
Bible has been translated, and a few other books, 
which are eagerly read by those who have been 
taught in the Mission schools, and multitudes who 
cannot read are often glad to listen. 


BAKELE OR DIKELE, 


There is another tribe, the Bakele, supposed by 
our earlier missionaries to be an important one, for 
whom work was begun, and some parts of the New 
Testament translated. But the tribe was afterwards 
found to be small, and fast growing less through 
degrading habits, therefore work among them was 
given up. 

FANGWE. 

Lastly, we have reached the Fan, Fangwe, or 
Pangwe tribe, a large, powerful tribe, whose home 
appears to have been a valleyieast of the range of 
mountains running nearly parallel to the western 
coast. Through this valley a river runs south, empty- 
ing into the Congo, and from it the tribe have crossed 
westward to the head waters of nearly all the rivers 
flowing into the Atlantic between the 4° N. lat. and 
the mouth of the Congo, and are pressing their way 
towards the coast. We find them at Batanga, 200 
miles north of the equator. I have seen them up the 
Benita River, where they had come a thirty days’ 
journey from the interior, bringing their rich burdens 
of ivory, and many of these had never seen a white 
man before. They are numerous on the head waters 
of the Gaboon, and our missionaries there are much 
encouraged in their work among them. They have 
taken possession of a large district on the Ogove 
River, and our missionaries near the foot of the 
Ogove rapids are laboring almost wholly among this 
tribe. : ° 

It is interesting to note that the peculiar character- 
istics of these tribes are nearly all indicated by differ- 
ences in their dialects. 
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The Mpongwe dialect is soft, smooth, easy-flowing, 
and almost devoid of harsh sounds. Hence we are 
not surprised to find our early missionaries speaking 
of them as the most easily reached, most intelligent 
of the West African tribes. They are traders, the 
middlemen between the white traders and the tribes 
living up the rivers. But while they have many 
agreeable traits, they readily fall under temptation 
and need most careful shepherding. 

In the Benga and Kombe dialects we at once detect 
more harsh sounds, but soon one is impressed with a 
feeling of strength and stability, and the language 
becomes dear to those using it. It sounds to our 
missionaries who have labored there in former years, 
as the Gaelic might to the ear of one born in the 
Scottish Highlands who had wandered far from his 
home. So, while we find these tribes rougher and 
more cruel in their anger, we also find them stronger 
as Christians, more faithful under temptations, more 
willing to make sacrifices for Christ. 

The Pangwe dialect has little of the smoothness 
and grace of the Mpongwe, and perhaps not quite 
the strength of the Benga. Most of the words are 
short, and there are many harsh guttural sounds, 
and the words are pronounced very rapidly. So 
we find them active, energetic, pushing, and often 
cruel. 

Christian work among them has been slow because 


they have been slow to comprehend the love of God | 


as expressed in Christ. It is hard for them to under- 
stand that the missionary is seeking only their benefit 
and not his own, but when their hearts are touched 
by the Spirit of God and they are brought into the 
light of his love, we hope they may prove our richest 
harvest for the Master. Our hope and prayer is that 
the good work may be carried on among these 
different tribes until they, with their differences, may 
be united in one grand brotherhood, having the sign 
of their union, ‘‘Sons of God.’”’— Woman’s Work for 
Woman. 


SEED ON GOOD GROUND. 


Dr. Greene, writing to The Church at Home and 
Abroad, from Tabasco, says of that part of Mexico: 


No little pioneer work has been done by means of 
tracts sent out by the American Tract Society in the 
sailing vessels which occasionally visit this coast in 
search of logwood or mahogany. Only a few days 
ago a father presented himself and his family in San 
Juan Bautista as candidates for church membership, 
and when I asked the history of his conversion he 
told me that seven years ago a sailor from New 
York had given him some of these tracts, by means 
of which he was brought to a knowledge of Christ 
and stimulated to purchase a Bible; and that from 
that time he had labored as opportunities were 
afforded to spread the pure light of the gospel 
among his benighted and depraved fellow country- 
men. From others I learned that he was widely 
esteemed for his purity of life and zeal in promot- 
ing the spread of gospel truth. May the day never 
dawn when such organizations as the American 
Tract and Seamen’s Friend Societies shall cease to 
share the confidence and receive the cordial sup- 
port of our churches! 
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ALABAMA AND FLoripA.—The new fiscal year 
shows an increasing interest in the work both in 
Florida and Alabama. The collections for April this 
year are much better than for thé same month last 
year. Taking the whole field into account, I think 
the prospect in this district is encouraging. More 
churches are co-operating, and the work is taking 
generally a deeper hold upon them. 


CALIFORNIA AND NevaApA.—During the month I 
visited Los Gatos, where I spoke in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at 11 A.M.,and in the Presbyterian 
Church at 8 p. M., and took a collection on the toth, 
On the 12th I met the trustees of the California Bible 
Society in San Francisco, and on the 13th attended the 
anniversary of the Alameda and Contra Costa Bible 
Society in Oakland. On the 14th I started for Los 
Angeles, and on the 17th I preached in Grace Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church in Los Angeles, and took a col- 
lection. On Monday morning I met with the ministers 
of the city and suburban churches of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and by invitation addressed the 
meeting on our work in general, including the good 
work being done in Los Angeles City. On the 24th 
I attended the Central Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Ir A. M., and made brief remarks; and at 8 P. M. 
attended the thirty-eighth anniversary of the Old 
California Bible Society, where Major-General O. O. 
Howard delivered the address. 


GrorGIA.—On the first Sunday a very profitable 
Bible meeting was held in Talbotton. On the fourth, 
a mass meeting for the north side of Atlanta was 
held in the First Methodist Church, at which the 
Atlanta Bible Society was reorganized. Ata meet- 
ing of the officers and executive committee of this 
society held next day, it was resolved to hold a Bible 
meeting for the south side on the following Sunday 
night, and to endeavor to raise $1,000,-or as much of 
it as might be necessary, to have the city thoroughly 
canvassed. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—Thursday, 21st, at 
5 o'clock Pp. M., I met the board of officers of Memphis 
and Shelby County Bible Society, Tenn., and had 
a very pleasant conference with these gentlemen. 
They are raising $1,200 to re-canvass their city and 
county, and will doubtless succeed. 

The fourth Sunday I spent with Tipton County Bible 
Society at Covington, Tenn. Had ‘a service at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South at 11 o’clock, 
and in the evening at the Presbyterian Church. The 
services were interesting and the contribution liberal. 
They send $50 as a donation to the Parent Society, 
in consideration of a grant of books made to the. 
society to canvass their county some two years ago. 


At 3 o’clock p. m. I had service with the Colored * { 


Baptist Church; contribution, $2. The Lauderdale 
and Tipton County Bible Societies, Tenn., are very 
efficient and reliable. _ 

The canvass of Breckenridge County, Ky., has been 
finished during the month. Gide 
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MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—The anniversaries of 
the month have been unusually interesting for this 
season of the year. A few justify special mention. 
The one at Platteville, Wis., was held in the city 
hall, Sabbath evening, April roth, and for numbers 
and enthusiasm was a pronounced success. Ad- 
dresses were made by three English-speaking and 
two German-speaking pastors. The basket col- 
lection amounted to a little over $25. 

The annual meeting of Winnebago County Bible 
Society, held at Oshkosh, was an occasion of interest. 
Your Superintendent spoke in the morning in the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church, and in the evening 


addressed a union meeting in the Congregational 
Church. 


Missourrt.—The annual meeting of the Jasper 
County Bible Society was held in the Presbyterian 
Church in Carthage, all the churches uniting. The 
numerous lead mines in the county are fast adding to 
its population and wealth, and the churches begin to 
see the necessity of giving the Bible to the destitute. 
In 1883~’84 the auxiliary requested the Parent Society 
to canvass the county, with the promise of aid ; 3,250 
families were visited, 390 found without a Bible, and 
335 were supplied, by sale or by gift, with Bibles 
valued at over $500. 

The last Sabbath in April is the fixed time for the 
annual meeting of the St. Louis Bible Society. It 
was held as usual in the rooms of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and at night several churches 
were grouped in Bible meetings, and a committee was 
appointed to present the Bible cause to the Evan- 
gelical Alliance at its next meeting. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, AND MONTANA.— 
The last Sabbath in the month I spent at Boise City, 
Idaho. I preached in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the morning. The annual meeting of the Idaho 
Territory Bible Society was held in the evening of 
the same day, inthe same church. The Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Christian Churches gave up their regular 
service, and, with their pastors, united in the anniver- 
sary services at the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Short and interesting addresses were made by the 
pastors of the four churches uniting in the services. 
The interests, work, and claims of the American Bible 

_ Society were presented by your District Superin- 
tendent. 


Trexas.—I attended the annual meetings of two 
auxiliary societies—Burnet County and Lee County. 
These meetings were encouraging and the condition 
of the societies good. 

I visited the auxiliaries in the counties of Limestone, 
Navarro, Falls, Robertson, and Bexar, and rendered 
assistance in making out accounts and in furnishing 
new supplies of books, etc. The condition of these 
auxiliaries is good, and about the usual distribution 
of books from their depositories is made. 

I attended the meeting of Austin Presbytery and 
presented the Bible cause. : 


——__+ -+_——— 


CEDAR RAPIDS BIBLE SOCIETY, IOWA. 


This auxiliary held its anniversary meéting at the 
Second Presbyterian Church, on Sunday evening, 
March 20th, 1887, a good audience being present. 
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The secretary’s report opens as follows: ‘A pros- 
perous year for the society is the one now closing. 
Judging by the book of record, it has no parallel in 
the past history of the society in the amount of 
money paid into the treasury and the amount of in- 
fluence exerted over families and individuals in the 
religious life of the city.” 

The report goes on to say that the county agent 
employed labored four months, visited 3,535 families, 
and found 263 destitute ; supplied 203, and 134 desti- 
tute persons ; sold books to the value of $167 73, and 
donated $85 73 worth; and received from individuals 
as donations $506 95. 

The treasurer’s report states that the auxiliary has 
sent on $250 on book account with the American 
Bible Society, and $100 on donation account. 


PIQUA FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY, OHIO. 


The sixty-ninth anniversary of this valued auxiliary 
was held in the United Presbyterian Church of Piqua, 
on Sabbath evening, March 26th, 1887, a large and 
interested audience being in attendance. The exer- 
cises were participated in by Rev. A. Ramsey, of St. 
James Episcopal Church; Rev. Dr. A. B. Leonard, of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church; Rev. W. W. Whit- 
comb, of the First Baptist Church ; and by Rev. A. N. 
Carson, who delivered the anniversary address, 

The treasurer reported $539 10, as the receipts from 
collections, donations, and the sale of books from the 
depository; this amount including the balance on 
hand from last year of $192 75. The auxiliary has 
paid on book account to the American Bible Society 
$130, and, in addition, a donation of $100 for its gen- 
eral work. The following are extracts from the long 
and interesting report of the corresponding secretary: 

“Tn presenting the sixty-ninth annual report of the 
Piqua Female Bible Society, we cannot refrain from 
expressing a feeling of gratitude and thanksgiving for 
its continued existence. Organized by our pioneer 
mothers, when the red men still lingered on the banks 
of the Miami, the society has reached a length of days 
and extent of usefulness for which, no doubt, those 
mothers ardently prayed, but of which they did not 


dream, That those godly women builded better than — 


they knew is shown by the fact that, with one excep- 
tion, the Piqua auxiliary has made the largest dona- 
tions to the American Bible Society treasury of any 
merely local society in this country; and books from 
its depository have not only gone into all parts of our 
Union, but this year have even gone into foreign 
lands.”’ 

After mentioning with sympathetic appreciation 
those members of the auxiliary removed by death 
during the past year, the secretary says further : 

“That the absent meimbers of this society still have 
an interest in it that is unabated, is proved by the 
memorial gifts, donations, and remittances that reach © 
us aS our anniversary day approaches. They come 
from the hills of New Hampshire, from the prairies of 
Illinois, from Pennsylvania, and many other places.” 


NEW MEXICO. 

Making his way among the people a missionary 
writes : . 

The general and usually hearty reception of our 
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literature is possibly the strongest proof of an awak- 
ening. There is not now a man who is acquainted 
with me who dares to refuse to take literature when I 
offer it to him, though I could name a score, or less, 
who do not like to receive it—at least in public; but 
on the other hand there are many scores who seek it, 
and who are glad to get it. They do not like to be 
seen running after me for it; but, as only yesterday, 
here in San Juan, I neglected a man with a wagon- 
load of folks for some time, that is, until he beckoned 
to me secretly to come; then I found that he, some 
of the women and a lad wanted my tracts, and took 
them eagerly. I mention this as a fair index of the 
state of feeling among the people. Where I go regu- 
larly the people fear to be seen of others much more 
than they fear me. 

Since May 7th last, I have disposed of forty-three 
Bibles and New Testaments by sale for cash or other- 
wise. Is that not a good showing for a merely inci- 
dental work? I could give many hundreds; I am 
begged for them repeatedly; but I chide them 
severely sometimes for being unwilling to pay for 
the word of God! But they never fail to get one, 
if they will agree to pay for it in a month or two, 
which means never with some.— The Church at Home 
and Abroad. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


PECULIARITIES OF THE BIBLE. 


This is a great subject, on which we can only now 
touch. But it seems obvious that, left to themselves, 
the sacred writers would have been immensely more 
voluminous. <A thin, short pamphlet, that one can 
slip into his vest pocket, contains all that the four 
evangelists gave to after ages of the life, the work, 
the doctrine, of Jesus. Why only four writers, when 
eleven faithful apostles hung upon his lips, and 
seventy commissioned disciples could each have 
added his ray of cross light to the full illumination 
of those amazing and momentous scenes? How 
came the four to touch so small a portion of what 
he wrought and taught? Thirty parables and forty 
miracles out of an uncounted number—surely such 
severe, abstinence can be nothing less than divine! 
Think of the big thick books which tell, and retell, 
and tell again, what our common (little) great men 
do and say! Think of the British Museum, with a 
hundred thousand volumes, or so, of biography! 
Think of the tons of congressional reports every 
year printed, of committees raised to investigate 
this and that. Yet here, where the world was wait- 
ing, and all times and nations were to be interested, 
and instructed and saved, you have it all in your 
vest pocket—and room to spare! This is not like 
men. 

Nor is the manner of the record a human manner 
—so simple, calm, concise, without superlatives, 
when dealing with supernal matters. The tone so 
judicial, the language so quiet, even when the most 
amazing, the awfullest, things were done. He 
touched the bier; the widow’s son sat up; he began 
to speak; the Lord delivered him to his mother; 
and all feared and glorified God. Seven lines tell 
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the whole story; and there are two adjectives, one 
of which decribes the man as “dead,” and the other 
as “young.’”? Look at the most wonderful scene of 
all—the raising of Lazarus. He cried with a loud 
voice; and he that was dead (and corrupted) came 
forth, bound hand and foot with grave-clothes; and 
his face wrapped in a napkin; Jesus said, “unloose 
him, and let him go;” then many of the onlooking 
Jews believed, but some went to the Pharisees and 
told them. Six lines, and not one adjective! Could 
anything go beyond this? 

For eighteen of the most important and interest- 
ing years of the life of the Lord—after he was twelve, 
and before he was thirty—we have just one verse of 
one line, and a single additional word. Luke says 
he increased in wisdom and stature, and favor with 
God and man, and Mark calls him the “ carpenter.”’ 
So for those three times six years we get but these 
hints of quiet, wholesome, steady growth in bodily, 
mental, and spiritual vigor, and of faithful and 
increasingly skillful industry at the trade of his 
mother’s husband. This is absolutely all; only that 
we may reason back from the languages which he 
spake and understood, and from other obviously 
actual attainments, to the inference of studies which 
must have filled and busied those years. 

How different from all this would have been the 
wisdom of the world—as we can see in the Apoc- 
ryphal Gospels which were plentifully written! There, 
in place of this divine and quiet simplicity, we have 
a blaze of repulsive prodigy. Many marvels they 
report of him, indeed, that were simply puerile: as 
that he carried water in his robe; that he would pull 
out a short board to make it long enough for a 
larger place; that he would mould sparrow from 
clay and make them fly by clapping his hands; that 
he would throw a heap of clothes into a dyer’s vat, 
and pull them out red, or green, or blue, or any liked 
color. Others are cruel if not blasphemous: as that 
he turned his playmates into kids; or struck dead 
with a curse boys who had angered him. Only one 
them all fails to be utterly intolerable, and that—from 
the Arabic Gospel of the Infancy—depicts him as as- 
sembling all the young men as if he were their king; 
their strewing their garments on the ground for him 
to sit upon ; then putting a crown of flowers upon his 
head, and compelling every passing boy to pay him 
reverence. And, surely, we all must be glad that 
this is in an Apocryphal Gospel and not a real one! 

We may indeed, without violence, apply Paul’s 
words to describe this, and, as he did, say that our 
glorying is that in holiness and sincerity of God, not 
in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, the sacred 
writers spake from God, being moved by the Holy 
Spirit— Zhe Congregationalist. 


“AND THESE ARE THEY WHICH BEAR 
WITNESS OF ME.” : 


The highest development of the human race is 
found only where the clear consciousness of our re- 
lation to, and dependence upon, our Heavenly Father, — 
has been awakened by the direct influence of this 
Bible. Other witnesses to God are valuable, they 
give clear and weighty testimony; the heart, the 
heavens, and the earth; living preachers, and tradi- 
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tions of the fathers; but none more valuable than 
the words of this great book, which has never been 
put out of sight by the malice of foes, nor by the 
negligence of friends ; but which has ever, from age 
to age, given evidence of its unique power to bring 
those who read it to a sense of their relation to God 
and to God’s children. 

Whatever tends to lead men to forget the presence 
of an all-seeing Witness, a holy and almighty Judge, 
weakens their sense of moral obligation, and leaves 
them more at the mercy of their baser passions and 
desires. Would we prevent crime, would we arrest 
the decay of social order and of moral integrity, we 
must beware of doing anything to undermine the 
intelligent respect and reverence of men for that 
book from whose hallowing influence has arisen so 
large a proportion of all that is fair and noble, lovely 
and sacred, in our highest Christian civilization. We 
cannot keep up the fertility and beauty of the fields, 
irrigated by a thousand meandering channels, if we 
choke up, and divert from its path, the one original 
stream that’springs from the fountain. We may form 
what theory we please concerning the ability of that 
ever-flowing fountain of divine grace to form new 
channels for itself; it still remains historically and 
practically true that its refreshing and life-giving 
waters have, from the beginning until the present 
hour, selected the Bible as one of the principal con- 
duits for their ceaseless flow. 

The religious power and poetic beauty of the Old 
Testament culminate in the prophet Isaiah and in 
the book of Psalms. Yet how limited their power 
compared with the conquests of the Christian faith. 
For centuries, indeed, Israel had been sustained by 
prophets and psalmists; and a few hundreds of 
proselytes had been comforted and sustained by 
them. But when the apostles came into the syna- 
gogues and began to preach Jesus, that he is. Lord 
of all, suddenly the proselytes are multiplied by 
thousands ; they take a more spiritual form of faith ; 
they become Christians; and in a few decades the 
whole Roman empire is full of Christian churches. 
A few little books record this wonderful movement ; 
they are gathered together as the Christian Scrip- 
tures; they bear down the new spring of healing 
waters to the succeeding ages. They become-more 
divine, more precious, than the law of Moses, than 
the outpourings of Isaiah, than the sweet strains of 
the Psalmists. What is the secret of this new power 
that seems to be mightier than even the name of the 
Almighty? What is it in these books of the New 
Testament, which accomplishes more than the sub- 
lime record of the first of Genesis; more than the 
thunders of the twentieth of Exodus; more than the 
touching pathos of the fifty-third of Isaiah; more 
than the heartbroken wail of the fifty-first Psalm, or 
than the exquisite trust and hope of the twenty-third? 
Ask the question, if you can, not as a Christian be- 
liever, but as an unbiased student of history and of 
literature,—What is it in the New Testament which 
has given the little volume such power over the hearts 
of men? 

What is it but the new revelation of our Father 
through the Son—the glory of God shining in the 
person of Jesus Christ? Jesus himself is the Alpha 


and Omega, the centre and circumference of the New 
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Testament. The Gospel of Matthew introduces in its 
first sentence the name which is above every name; 
the last sentence in the Apocalypse is an invocation 
of his grace upon every reader. In the portrait of 
him given in the gospels two features have peculiar 
power. The first is that he so fully reveals the 
Father, by the express terms in which he assures us 
that our Father knows what things we need before 
we ask him; that he has numbered the very hairs of 
our heads in his tender care over us; that the falling 
tower and the injustice of tyranny are permitted by 
God in infinite wisdom and infinite love, but are not 
tokens of his neglect of man, much less of his wrath 
toward us; that God so loved his children as to send 
his best beloved into the world, that whoso believeth, 
may in him have eternal life. The second element of 
power, in the gospel portrait of Jesus, is the character 
of Jesus himself; a character so remarkable and so 
weighty as to give value to these assurances concern- 
ing God; to give value to his assurance that these 
were not his opinions on religious matters ; but that 
he was speaking of what he knew, and testifying of 
what he had seen. But the character not only gives 
their chief value to these assurances, it receives, in 
turn, its highest value from them; since it becomes 
thus, in itself, a new revelation of the mind of God, 
as seen in this express image of his person.—Dy. 
Thomas Fill. 


THE BIBLE GOD’S VOICE. 


When we think of God’s voice, we English 
Protestants probably think first and most spontane- 
ously of God’s revelation of his will in the Bible. We 
call this distinctively the “word of God.” It is the 
word which through prophets and inspired men God 
has formally addressed to us, telling us concerning 
his thoughts and purposes, his yearning love, his 
saving help. Whatever our theory of its inspiration, 
we all agree to call the Bible the highest and most 
authoritative teaching concerning God, and the reli- 
gious life and the world to come, which has ever been 
addressed to men. The world has no teaching which 
in elevation, spirituality, and power can be compared 
with that of the Bible. Even if it be not God’s voice 
in any sense of supernatural inspiration, it is God’s 
truest and most urgent voice in virtue of that inherent 
power with which the highest truth always appeals to 
the religious soul. Be the Bible whence it may, it is 
the highest spiritual authority we possess. It reveals 
God as nothing else does. More distinctly, unequivo- 
cally, and emphatically than through any other 
medium, God appeals to us by it. 

So we think of its preachers, men who are “‘ser- 
vants of the most high God, who show unto us the 
way of salvation.” When their exposition, and argu- 
ment, and appeal approve themselves to our religious 
conscience and heart, we recognize the truth that 
they preach as God’s voice to us. 

The history of Christianity is mainly a history of 
the impressions and transformations which the teach- 
ings of the Bible have produced upon men. . In public 
assemblies, where it has been read and preached, and 
has been listened to as a message from God, who of 
us has not known it arrest careless thought, like a 
hammer, break the hardest heart, and, like a fire, 
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consume all defences of lies? It has appealed to the 
answering conscience within, it has set forth the 
perfect holiness, the wondrous love of God. It has 
awakened tender memories, it has excited religious 
fear, wrought religious shame, inspired religious 
hope; working like the remonstrance and appeal of 
a friend, until the heart has softened into penitence 
and trembled into prayer. 

How sentences from the Bible haunt a man like a 
conscience, and subdue him like a sentence, following 
him like a sound in his ears wherever he goes—a 
distinct, penetrating, persistent voice of God! “For 
the word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.”’ 


+ 


THE answer to the Shaster is India; the answer 
to Confucianism is China; the answer to the Koran 
is Turkey; the answer to the Bible is the Christian 
civilization of Protestant Europe and America.— 
Wendell Phillips. 


For the Bible Society Record. 


THE NINETIETH PSALM. 
BY REV. EDWARD A. COLLIBR. 


Thou, Lord, our dwelling place hast been 
In all the ages of the past. 

Before the mountains strong were seen, 
Or earth by thy command stood fast— 

From age to age, beyond all time, 

Eternal are thy years sublime, 


The sons of men, at thy command, 
Return to dust and swift decay ; 
A thousand years before thee stand 

As yesterday when passed away— 
Or like a watch amid the night, 
Unheeded in its silent flight. 


Thou all our years away dost sweep, 
As on a rushing tempest borne; 

They swiftly pass as hours of sleep, : 
Or like the grass that grows at morn— 

The eve beholds the early bloom 

Cut down and withered for the tomb. 


By thy dread wrath we are consumed, 
Thine anger fills our heart with fear; 
Our secret sins, by thee illumed, 
Before thy presence bright appear— 
But still we seek thy sheltering grace, 
For art thou not our dwelling place? 


Our days in wrath are passed away, 
As but a sigh we spend our years; 
And if to fourscore they delay, 
Yet is their pride but toil and tears— 
For soon it’s gone; and, driven fast, 
We fly away before the blast. 


Who knows thine anger’s awful might, 
And renders fear as is thy due? 
So teach thou us to mark aright 
Our numbered days, so short and few— 
That we, instructed not in vain, 
A heart of wisdom may attain, 


Return, O Lord, how long forsake ? 
Have pity lest thy servants die, 

Oh! let the morning quickly break, 
And with thy mercy satisfy— 

And thus our coming days make glad, 

As former days and years were sad, 


Now let thy'work to us appear, 
Thy glory to our children show, 
In all thy grace and love draw near, 
Thy matchless beauty to bestow— 
And prospered and established be ‘ 
The work our hands would do for thee, 
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New YorRK, JUNE 16, 1887. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


An adjourned meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, June gth, 
1887, the Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, LL.D., President, 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by the Rev. 
Dr. Henry J. Van Dyke, Jr. 

An appreciative Minute, concerning the character 
atid services of the late Hon. Oliver Hoyt, a Man- 
ager of the Society, was, placed upon the records of 
the Board. 

Communications were presented from all of the 
Agents of the Society in foreign lands, together with 
letters relating to Bible distribution, from Mr. George 
H. Prince, of Russia; Rev. M. E. Caldwell, of Bo- 
got4; Rev. J. W. Baxter, of Callao; Rev. A. O. 
Forbes, of Honolulu ; Rev. C. B. Newton, of Lodiana, 
and Rev. Joseph Gomer, of Shengay, West Africa ; 
from the Bulgarian Mission of the American Board, 
the Bible Society of France, the Protestant Bible 


Society of Paris;and the Evangelization Committee _ 


of the Waldensian Church. 

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Dis- 
tribution, grants for Bibles and Testaments to the 
value of $4,150 (including consignments to foreign 
agents and colporteurs) were made, to promote the 
distribution of the Scriptures in the United States 
and elsewhere. 

Five societies were recognized as auxiliary, namely: 
two in Kansas, two in Wisconsin, and one in West 
Virginia. 

The total cash receipts in May were $38,008 93, 
of which amount $4,971 28 was given upon such 
terms that only the income can be used. 

The issues from the Bible House during the month 
were 96,315 copies; issues since April Ist, 212,059 
copies. 


HON. OLIVER HOYT. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Managers the 
following Minute was adopted: 

The Hon, Oliver Hoyt died at his residence, in 
Stamford, Conn., on the 5th day of May, 1887, in the 
sixty-fourth year of his age. He was for ten years 
identified with the Board of Managers of the American 
Bible Society, and for nearly all of this time a mem- 
ber of the standing Committee on Legacies, His 
business engagements were multiplied and exacting, 
and his‘interest in many other benevolent organiza- 


tions constant and engrossing, yet his devotion to 
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the duties devolving upon him in the management of _ 


the affairs of this Society was both systematic and 
ardent. 


é 
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Mr. Hoyt was a man of sound practical judgment, 
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of inflexible integrity, of wisdom gained from large 
intercourse with men in many lands, of warm catholic 
sympathies, and of a steady trust in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. The rest and satisfaction afforded to himself 
by the revelations of the sacred word, he greatly 
desired that all others might find; and therefore he 
sought, in many ways, to advance the interests of this 
Society while he lived, and left to ita generous legacy 
when he died. 

The Managers direct that this tribute of their confi- 
dence and regard be placed upon the minutes of the 
Board and published in the Bible Society Record, 
and that a copy of the same be forwarded to the 
family of Mr. Hoyt. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliaries, June, 1887, 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries. 
Elk Co. B. S., Kan., Wm. M. Barr, Howard. 
Rush Co. B.8., Kan., W. W. Junkin, Rush Centre. 
Benwood & Vic. B.S S., W. Va., J. W. May, Benwood. 
Langlade Co. B. S., Wis., W. W. Wheeler, Antigo. 
Lincoln Co. B. S., Wis., T. Compton, Merrill. 


Deceased Members. 


Rt. Rey. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D.D., LL.D. ; Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rey. E. T. Baird, Christiansburg, V a. 

Rey. Myron White, Keeseville, N. Y. 

Mrs. Charlotte N. Rockwell, New Britain, Conn. 
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Silas Marlett, Mt. Vision, N. Y. 

Rey. Samuel Lynch, Delaware, Ohio. 
Asa Hollister, Burnt Hills, N. Y. 
David Olyphant, Morristown, N. J. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of April, 1887. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 18 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited........cceceeseeee 109 
ANTUVEUARTIOR. ALLOUMOAG.4 cs ccc dee sc ccnceceuic ccsmeae 50 
New Societies and Committees formed..............- 3 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 148 
LO UALS SOM bsek Anesea se MA tony Comes eas wade ce te MANR ee 1,728 
Miles travelled on official duty.............0:.0eeeeeee 16,239 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $2,252 85 


Summary of Bible Distribution in April, by 56 


Colporteurs and 16 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs, Co. Ag’ts. 


DAYSIOL BOL VAC «<0 vin hicleslen deletes Salgaseme 1,147 440 
Mil6sFtraViellGdina vi. cette seckmatieetemacasze 14,898 38,709 
Families visited by them................0.06 17,176 "i174 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 2,228 805 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 1,801 434 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 843 588 
Number of DOOKS SOIG <.45..02c.. 00's oe sien et 5,691 911 
Value of books sold........ AE creer er $2,499 7 $332 11 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 1,859 886 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $467 07 $188 22 
Contributions received.............0.0s0.205 $256 56 $1,135 49 


Summary of 25 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in May, 1887. 
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ee horitsat ster eiaey cake vcd bas ea SS eee Sente PE erg ior Me shee ey atte tes ee 2 aa 5,429 01 
* 
“Interest on Available Funds.......... Riaiainisie 3) sfarchele iS Glevistre Gaiithcdrco tte saoskercie eter tee siareseretoste BRING oaks 247 28 
jsepinvestmenta/ subject to site. lmterostssacc. ees ties ces ces ose smaca etarcecete awe RO een ae 120 00 
“Trust Funds—To be Permanently Invested............ Bi NISMO ereitenicehawaseeen Seance. rebete sie ois Sot 4,971 28 
=| 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Depository Sales of Waste ; 
alex: Retail Sales. Material, Job Work, Miscellaneous, 
; | 
(0,27) ae ee BR iiele oc 2,018 77 229 19 erates Aguado Consors 2,242 96 
Transfers........ 26,772 12 Atl 67 sraetereisie ; 677 96 aiezeiaVerai ere) 16 78 | 27,988 52 
. toa . ’ 
SOHAL | TARA OWA f cxgr-v aac doa Taubes realli Senet! << TS. UeG ate Oa eects Saas 1950 03 | 
elt REEL HECHT thee che chy tac ABe Ren. «1c hs SPE ne ats ERR NT: «ck eee 38,008 93 


N. B.—The amounts in IraLic type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by 
Departments, to show the net result of each, 


transfer as between the different $51,689 05 


June, 1887. 


Credited 


Credited 


BrsLE Socrety Recorp. 
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Departments, 


to show the net result of each. 


é as Donation. on Account. aa Dobe ee FROM SALES OF BOOKS DONATED. 
aa S- c paniarenalv[ewieleis's% $18 5! 56 Plymouth Welsh, Pa......... $7 56 Caldwell, Rev. M. E., Bogota, §. A... $50 00 
Merrick Co, M eater ie bl Prairie Co Ark saver senedvee 10 45 Cronin, Mrs. M. A., Montclair, Ga.... 40 
Monoucall ne wou 8 5 Pennsylvaniaw......eeeeeeeee 586 70 Friends’ Mexican Mission, Mexico... 25 00 
tion co. oan .- Va 20 50 61 85 PIFG COi MO. .cnaprineen: dees 98 95 Hinton, Rey. John, Dist. Supt., Minn. G30 
Mitchell Co., Ic Ae 2E S38 Ys Russellville & Vicinity, Ark. —_80 00 Myers, Rev. H.P., Dist. Supt., Ga.... 5 50 
= tin 40 OWastscnci wen 15 40 Ramsey Co., Minn........... 60 81 Taylor, Rev. 8. E., Monument, Col... 12 00 
a a Ge Hest eeaerenea acs 50 60 Robertson Co., Texas.....,.. 29 60 Westervelt, Rey. W. D., Denver, Col. 20 50 
BAISON. CO., Fla. cccccsscses 15 60 Rock Island Co., Ill......4.6. 94 "1 os ee 
McLean Co., Ill.............. 8000 st. Francois Co., Mo........ 55 0 $120 70 
McVean Bible C itte 0 
as ible Committee, Suwannee Co., Fla.......... 12 00 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
Plainwell, Mich............ 5 67 Sanford Bible Com., Fla.... 150 vipat eva eh enns 
Monroe Co., Ga... ...cscccees 10 00 Savannah, Ga. ..6cde. cee. ces 50 Russia A 3 By 
Bethe tiasi eso 05 hag Miu 500 00 Raline Gols. cchienests 22 TS Muara Pai cipal aaa i 
Mparrig: Cec. Nie dsc oS sc oxtacees 100 00 Sibley Co:, Minn............. 5 REDS) AC ELMCY. seincieee ceuu emcee se seems 42 48 
MMW REPS oh «ccd cancec oa'e 0s 1,000 00 Scott, Co. Minn ncteacevn cetld 18 97 ‘ mn 
Massachusetts................ 45000 Sumter Co., Si C....eseeeeees 20 84 AETSGINIL TAN )RO Cie weal ea 
Moody Co., Dak.............. 882 Stephenson Co., Ill.......... 4100 gates by Colport ; meet 
“al Co., Ohio...... nig 77 South Haven, Mich.......... 99 00 ach Lek DOLLCULBS ee ce eo eeneereeat tee kd 
ee oe oS . ; Tipton COG Ky rccesecs sees cee 5000 86 89 ite i aa lee bt alee eee : 
el Sag eteeeeees 2 102 58 Troup Coy Gas.sccececeeseees 42 56 ae adtnlama aden 2067 28 
eaiens Oa. Toaun gp 9g TAO Com Gee ssereereeees 2100 Income from Available Funds....... 247 28 
New Hampshire he ean 500 00 90 4 one meas siti EE aH a Income from Trust Funds...........- 982 72 
= BLDTR. ccc wcccecccccccrcceee + ‘ 
Ole Go Mn ecvnn 1 206 Vane Gon Orns Aer er emp es 
Boon =U “0 00 Washington Co., Neb......., 9%0 2765 Jonathan Woodward Legacy (Per- 
te an 152 05 White Co., Ind..........0..4. 19 87 Deplal Wns) we wees en reseaeestee te 4,971 28 
msted Co., Minn.......... 1825 Winnebago Co., Ill.......... BORIS” Gy aaaejucnaent| a “4070 
os ay fan BAN ne : 00 = Wilson Co., Tenn.........,.- BANG GROIN) Wha G0 CAL atcha ae REI lenny 
nee - 34 8133  Wabashaw Co., Minn«...... 8 87 : 
Putnam Co. Welsh, Ohio.... 6 5U Wyandot C $18,547 98 
Portsmouth, Va.............. 84 98 eae a a sete ah pet bala 
Pleasant Co., W. Va......... 8 50 6 80 $2,572 08 8,063 71 Total RECCLDUS sd, iste bisisiare bers/aitlsleis srs asic, $88,008 93 
FOR MAY, 1887. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- | Grants BIBLES, 
| ee. crs’ || Foreign Leal B.S. | Miscel- To Total Total- 
pee Renal) ae eenclesa| ¥ “| Record.|laneous.| ToCol- | Foreign| To Life | Dona- | For the |7ya@nsfers.| Cash 
and Ex- and Ex- other So- Pad Blind . 
penses penses, cieties. portage. Ages Members. : 
7 ; i $ $ 
Cash........| 2,653 85, 2,154 06) 14,034 163,500 00) 124 73) 175 44 starts S00 10 00 1 00 22,658 59 
Transfers... mesh < Bien 364. 83; 27 60 2,930 57 626 02|4,025 82| 13 74) 11,390 OL 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &c............... Bihan Sats vadiroreienires es Saclee tacaereeetee Sa ceaiciesiclaloie seee-| 12,368 89 q AY 
The Trade— oy os ae viata stators lobtenie serene eislete oycisiarsle POT saci cuca aed ab eo bseinss ciarersrewrerre| =e BOO RnOO: 30 00 
British and Foreign Bible Society—Value of Books Supplied............seeee ester eee ree cree ence eee e sree ees 91 Oh 
Bible) HOUSE HX PCHSCS.... 52... 6. cect ce swe dae ceves ov cisjan vvinsisa sinlob 6 sisinsls oils sucwies at the ae ge ar OOO TS pac 555 80 
General Salaries and Expenses.........-+...+-- PURSES Reais. a alv-alereldis croretsloigly erage a te cise opto ssrie aoe 277 53 2,482 34 
Interest on Life Investments..........- Te oO dan heh neice wioeatereresers intone ele pepe eielegets= ise eters oan 2,787 75 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
DEPOSITORY. 
Repairs and | Salaries and |" Roxes, k Discount on | Machinery 
Wages. Material. Expenses in » | Value of Books : 
ag Expenses. Depository: Cartage, | Rooks re- | Imported, Sales. and Tools. = 
eselg turned. |Duties, etc. 
Cash's. 9,526 40 8,984 83 432 90 1,128 22 863''B3>)|) %e. ster Diese Chesca 8 15 20,489 63 
Transfers..| paias enuvoas ifoleisra 25 7 99 855 05 | 1,898 99 YEP PRD We Saocse 3,469 67 
a 
Total Transfers....... pate etecanep accme oad suzinsce «eas eerwveomany rrr mercer seen orgs Hae 03 
“ Cash Disbursements. ......-ccscseeecececceescesncececccccerecceceresstes sees ceaensneees erences 48,961 08 
Cash Balance forward to hn ce ees eee gi ues mance Ps 2,727 97 
xr’ ‘B,—The amounts in ITaLic oe are not actual cash transactions, but necessary Seances s transfer as between the different | $51,689 05 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D.........-..--- President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ Seoreturtea: 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D..... eiqejeiee sles 

WILLIAM FOULE RE, JRi.-ciscecsiccdesccvcccevecs Treasurer. 
CALEB T. ROW Wiiilescscccctecite ines cslesiveete ay ok General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to “The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
* should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auwiliary Societies and dealers in books, 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida..........<... Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PPR HMIRS ce4 kg wias Neco aa lager Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
: Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal, 
GOOT RIE. siccsns ses? = Sane Rey. HERBERT P. My=ERs, 
Fort Valley, Geo. 
MOIS S38 Bech eddeed aiees oes Rey. E. G. SmrrH, 
Z Princeton, Ill, 
beth Ges 8. ee ees erate e Rev. W. J. ViGus, 
Wabash, Ind, 
Towa..... ) CREO CM CDN ae EEE TYG Rey. JoHN Hoop, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
HRSA), sh ciey e'eios e oe ce seaane ee Rey. 8. D. StorRs, 
Topeka, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee....../.. Rev. GEO. S. SAVAGE, M.D. 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La, 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
: Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota.../........ Rey. JoHn HInTOoN, 
Foribault, Minn, 
MISSOUI #0 ch osc soomeiepuetelss Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
4 St. Lowis, Mo, 
Nebraska, Colorado, & WO Guo. W. WAINWRIGHT, 
PAINS TL Sete cee he iueene STN ¢ : Blair, Neb. 
ENGiy, YONG: 1. denne tect Ase. ..Rey. DAvip Boyp, 


a a : " Oneonta, N. ¥, 

North & South Carolina........Rey. Taomas H. Law, 

? ; Spartanburg, S. CO. 

(ODIO: oe eateie cas ter eeeseees Rev. E, 8S. GILLETTE, 

14 leas ne Cleveland, Ohio, 
regon. ashington rr’y, | Rev. P. C. HerzuEr. 
Idaho, and Montana......? } Ve “salem, Oregon, 

ORES: t Aes arnsaxhanatasant seseree Rev. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 

3 Austin, Texas, 

West Virginia....................Rev. THOMAS Corron, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


y 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., 
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_ tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 


letter or postal card, giving his post-office 


Volume 32. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a ney, society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. without note or comment ; and that it will place zis sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shail 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. ; 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. ta 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. ; ' 

Public institutions supported by local or Staté-governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of chérétable objects, y 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. = 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. i 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for _ 
1887, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United © 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. — 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advanee. Any life director or life member of this Society — 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- _ 
bership, on the sémple condition that the request for ét is renewed ~ 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 


« 
i 


° 
Society. ; ae 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, — 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit-— 7 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accompany 


the order, : ; 
Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails’ 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fac 


AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, _ 


na ~ 
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